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Emma Sanders


CERN Communications Group





Biography BSc in Physics with Astrophysics at the University of Manchester. Master of Science (MSc) in Radio Astronomy 





School Physics lessons instilled a questioning approach in Emma and have made her “curious about the world”. She initially thought she wanted to study modern languages, but “at the last minute I realised that although I could probably learn French in my own time, studying Physics in my own time would be difficult. I also enjoyed the challenge of Physics and I was always attracted by the extremes of astronomy.”





Whilst completing a Masters in supernovae, she developed an interest in science communication. She began working at Manchester’s Science Museum and started writing for the New Scientist magazine. After graduating, she organised the British Science Association’s first ever national science week, “getting science out on to the streets”. 





Now based at CERN, she says “It’s a very varied job. I’m working in all sorts of projects to do with involving the public in what’s going on at CERN. I’ve just finished writing a pop up book about one of the big experiments called ATLAS. My next project will be with one of the other big experiments called CMS on a lab for people who are visiting CERN. It will let them come and get involved and to try their hand at running the LHC.” She really enjoys the fact that she is still able to learn about Physics.











“There’s such a buzz here at CERN at the moment with the start of the Large Hadron Collider that it’s just really fun to be here. Secondly, I really like seeing the expression on people’s faces when you manage to communicate the excitement of what’s going on here. There’s a direct return. I worked in radio journalism at the BBC in the past and it’s brilliant to call scientists up all over the world and ask them questions, but you don’t get to see the look of amazement on people’s faces that you do when you’re working here at the LHC.”





When asked about her school days, Emma says “My feeling of science lessons was that every year you were taught something and then the following year you were told “well actually it’s not quite like this”. That seemed to happen year after year. It’s only when I reached University that I realised that that is how science works and we’re still doing it today at the LHC. There are big questions that we still don’t have the answers to, which is really exciting.”





Emma’s three year old son is starting pre-school at CERN next month. It has often been said that the best ideas come from those under thirty, but at CERN it seems they really do like to start training potential scientists from a young age! Emma helps organise a mini Einstein science programme for the children and in her free time, she makes the most of living on the French/Swiss border by going on “fabulous walks in the mountains and skiing”.
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