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 SCIENTISTS AT CERN
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Monica Pepe-Altarelli


In Charge of the LHCb Collaboration








BBiography Worked at INFN Istituto Nazionale di Fisica Nucleare and is now based at CERN








Now, she is eagerly awaiting the start of the Large Hadron Collider and is really hoping it will open a new world. The new data might disprove many of the theories around. When asked what she enjoys most about her job, she says it is the fact that “the job is not repetitive”. “ You need to keep on learning new things and there are constantly new challenges. You can’t just sit there and stop studying or learning. You always have to make an effort. The people and the international component are great. The different personalities make it a lot of fun.”





If you want to follow a career path like Monica, her advice is “Be ambitious and focused. I didn’t know what I wanted to do, but once I realised, I was determined. Concentrate on your goals.”











Monica is the group leader of the LHCb experiment at CERN. It has 700 members and 50 institutes working together. She coordinates the activities of the Physicists, engineers and technicians, who are all trying to find out why we are here. They hope to see why matter was favoured over antimatter in the early universe.





After spending a year at high school in the US as part of an exchange programme, she was intending to study American Literature. Then one day, by complete chance, she met a young Physics student on a bus in Genoa who made her see the light and she decided to do the same. After spending a summer at CERN as a student, she then started a PhD at CERN. As post doc at the Rutherford Lab, in conjunction with CERN, she became involved in one of the most significant experiments in history. She studied neutrinos alongside the Nobel prize winner Jack Steinberger.
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